Discussion
The title compound is a commercial red pigment (PR224) as characterized by excellent light and weather fastness [2] . The crystal structures of the a and β forms had already been clarified by electron diffraction analysis [3] , but the R value remained around 20% -26% for both modifications. Therefore, a refinement has been carried out in the present investigation. This report deals with the a form while the result of the β form will be given in the subsequent paper. The R value for the a form has greatly been improved from 20.4% to 4.5%. The molecule is entirely planar as shown in the above ORTEP plot. The flat molecules are closely packed in a herringbone fashion, showing an extremely high density of 1.71 g em -3 . 
